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CPV INQUIRY REPORT

Rod was proud to be part of the committee 
that delivered 13 recommendations 
following the 10 month inquiry into 
Commercial Passenger Vehicle reforms.  
 
The report is recognition of the harm that 
was done to individuals and families in the 
2017 reforms and provides a path forward to 
return fairness and pride to the industry.  
 
Rod’s job now is to work with the Government 
and Ministers to make sure all of these 
recommendations are implemented in full. 
bit.ly/cpvreport

$10K FINES FOR TOUTS 

After a year of campaigning and many conversations with the industry, 
Melbourne Airport and Government, Rod was successful in introducing 
a set of amendments to the Transport Legislation Amendment Bill 
to reintroduce an offence for touting in Victoria and put an end to 
unregistered drivers using online forums such as Facebook Groups 
and Airtasker to offer cash-for-rides. bit.ly/toutingstopped

Our office will be closed from 
20 December to 20 January 2020

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS ON OUR WATCH

COMMUNITY SURVEY

Help Rod Barton make our community better. We want to hear your views, so please take this opportunity to tell us 
about issues in your area and let us know where we can work with you to improve our region.

Your details
Name* __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________ Postcode*  _______________________

Email _________________________________________________________ Phone  ___________________________

Issues
Please select the issue that most concerns you:
£ Climate Change £ Cost of Living £ Education 
£ Homelessness £ Hospitals & Healthcare services £ Jobs
£ Law & Order £ Local Planning Decisions £ Mental Health 
£ Public Transport £ Roads & Infrastructure £ Superannuation
£ Youth services £ Retirement £ Other … please specify

Would you like to explain your choice? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you could fix one problem what would it be? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What other issues in the Eastern Metro Region are important to you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
PLEASE TAKE A PHOTO OF YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY AND EMAIL TO rod.barton@parliament.vic.gov.au
You can also take this survey online at http://bit.ly/rbsummersurvey 
OR post or drop the survey into our office at 128 Ayr Street, Doncaster 3108

Suburban Rail Loop - Rod is advocating to bring stage 1 
of the rail loop to Doncaster.
Westall Road Extension - Rod has asked for updates on 
this much anticipated extension to ease congestion and 
get trucks off local roads.
North East Link - the Independent Advisory Group has 
listened to the community recommending a tunnel 
extension. The Planning Minister doesn’t agree, but will 
let bidding consortiums consider alternative designs.  
 

We’ll continue to campaign for good outcomes for local 
residents, public transport users and businesses in the 
Bulleen Industrial Zone.
Rowville Rail - progress on a light rail option is stalled 
until a decision is made on the location of the rail loop 
station at Monash.
Skyrail at Croydon - Rod is pushing to have the 
Coolstore Road crossing added to the list of level 
crossing removals.

Phone: +61 3 9850 8600
Email: Rod.Barton@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Electorate Office: 
128 Ayr St, Doncaster VIC 3108 www.rodbarton.com.au

Authorised by Rod Barton, 128 Ayr St, Doncaster 3108. Funded from Parliamentary Budget.
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Happy New Year

ROD’S YEAR IN PARLIAMENT
February 
- In his maiden speech in the legislative council Rod  
 described the devastating impact of CPV reforms on  
 the taxi and hire car industry and said his election  
 was a sign of hope for the industry who felt their  
 voices weren’t heard. 

- Rod introduced amendments to a motion to begin  
 the Parliamentary Inquiry into the Commercial  
 Passenger Vehicle Reforms. 

- Rod spoke out against the West Gate Tunnel funding  
 bill that extended Transurban’s tolling on CityLink  
 to cover the project costs. 

March
- Rod first raised the problem of touting, chatting  
 with 3AW’s Neil Mitchell about the growing problem  
 at Melbourne Airport.
 

- Rod’s amendments to the West Gate Tunnel Bill to  
 make tolls fairer for families using cab chassis utes  
 were defeated, despite support from the opposition  
 and a number of crossbenchers. 

May 
- Lawyers from Maurice Blackburn launched a Class  
 Action against Uber which was initiated by Rod and  
 Transport Matters Party state director André Baruch.  

- Public submissions started for the CPV Inquiry and  
 Rod’s office worked with many in the industry to  
 help them tell their story.

- Rod questioned the Government on its public  
 transport plans during North East Link construction  
 and started our campaign for wider community  
 awareness of the effects of the project.

June 
- Rod introduced an inquiry to Extend the Free Tram  
 Zone to include hospitals, universities and major  
 attractions, and make transport free across the 
 network for students and seniors.

- Rod introduced another inquiry into the extent and  
 causes of Homelessness in Victoria and was  
 appointed as a participating member of the  
 committee to investigate this.

 

 

 
 
 
- Rod negotiated government amendments to the  
 Engineers Registration legislation to extend the  
 registrations to 3 year terms and work with other  
 states and territories to create a national system.

- Rod raised $10,000 for the Vinnies CEO Sleepout.

- Public hearings for the CPV Inquiry began.

August
- After many letters and discussions the Minister for  
 Roads confirmed that VH number plates would be  
 made available to CPV operators. Plates can now be  
 ordered through VicRoads.

- Rod travelled throughout regional Victoria for public  
 hearings on the impact of Animal Rights Activism  
 on Victorian Agriculture as part of the Economy and  
 Infrastructure Committee. 

- Rod introduced his private members bill to stop  
 touting in Victoria. 

September
- Rod pushed the Government to tighten up on CPV  
 safety following a series of assaults against women  
 by men posing as rideshare drivers. 

- Rod appeared at the North East Link public hearings  
 in support of Eastern Metro communities that will  
 be impacted by the project, asking the advisory  
 group and the Minister to consider the needs of 
 the community.

October
- After many letters and conversations the Australian  
 Tax Office agreed to review the tax debts of former  
 taxi and hire car licence holders who received  
 payments through the CPV Fairness Fund.

November
- The inquiry into the Commercial Passenger Vehicle  
 Industry Act 2017 Reforms report was released with  
 13 recommendations to repair the past and move  
 the CPV industry forward.

- Rod’s amendments to the Transport Legislation  
 Amendment Bill reintroduce an offence for touting  
 in Victoria.

If you have an issue you want Rod's help with, 
please get in touch on 03 9850 8600 or email 
rod.barton@parliament.vic.gov.au



Community News 
Summer 2019/2020

ROD BARTON MLC
FOCUS ON TRANSPORT
State Member for Eastern Metro

www.rodbarton.com.au

ROD BARTON MLC
FOCUS ON TRANSPORT

#transportmatters

CPV INQUIRY REPORT

Rod was proud to be part of the committee 
that delivered 13 recommendations 
following the 10 month inquiry into 
Commercial Passenger Vehicle reforms.  
 
The report is recognition of the harm that 
was done to individuals and families in the 
2017 reforms and provides a path forward to 
return fairness and pride to the industry.  
 
Rod’s job now is to work with the Government 
and Ministers to make sure all of these 
recommendations are implemented in full. 
bit.ly/cpvreport

$10K FINES FOR TOUTS 

After a year of campaigning and many conversations with the industry, 
Melbourne Airport and Government, Rod was successful in introducing 
a set of amendments to the Transport Legislation Amendment Bill 
to reintroduce an offence for touting in Victoria and put an end to 
unregistered drivers using online forums such as Facebook Groups 
and Airtasker to offer cash-for-rides. bit.ly/toutingstopped

Our office will be closed from 
20 December to 20 January 2020

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS ON OUR WATCH

COMMUNITY SURVEY

Help Rod Barton make our community better. We want to hear your views, so please take this opportunity to tell us 
about issues in your area and let us know where we can work with you to improve our region.

Your details
Name* __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________ Postcode*  _______________________

Email _________________________________________________________ Phone  ___________________________

Issues
Please select the issue that most concerns you:
£ Climate Change £ Cost of Living £ Education 
£ Homelessness £ Hospitals & Healthcare services £ Jobs
£ Law & Order £ Local Planning Decisions £ Mental Health 
£ Public Transport £ Roads & Infrastructure £ Superannuation
£ Youth services £ Retirement £ Other … please specify

Would you like to explain your choice? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you could fix one problem what would it be? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What other issues in the Eastern Metro Region are important to you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
PLEASE TAKE A PHOTO OF YOUR COMPLETED SURVEY AND EMAIL TO rod.barton@parliament.vic.gov.au
You can also take this survey online at http://bit.ly/rbsummersurvey 
OR post or drop the survey into our office at 128 Ayr Street, Doncaster 3108

Suburban Rail Loop - Rod is advocating to bring stage 1 
of the rail loop to Doncaster.
Westall Road Extension - Rod has asked for updates on 
this much anticipated extension to ease congestion and 
get trucks off local roads.
North East Link - the Independent Advisory Group has 
listened to the community recommending a tunnel 
extension. The Planning Minister doesn’t agree, but will 
let bidding consortiums consider alternative designs.  
 

We’ll continue to campaign for good outcomes for local 
residents, public transport users and businesses in the 
Bulleen Industrial Zone.
Rowville Rail - progress on a light rail option is stalled 
until a decision is made on the location of the rail loop 
station at Monash.
Skyrail at Croydon - Rod is pushing to have the 
Coolstore Road crossing added to the list of level 
crossing removals.

Phone: +61 3 9850 8600
Email: Rod.Barton@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Electorate Office: 
128 Ayr St, Doncaster VIC 3108 www.rodbarton.com.au

Authorised by Rod Barton, 128 Ayr St, Doncaster 3108. Funded from Parliamentary Budget.

ROD BARTON MLC
FOCUS ON TRANSPORT

Happy New Year

ROD’S YEAR IN PARLIAMENT
February 
- In his maiden speech in the legislative council Rod  
 described the devastating impact of CPV reforms on  
 the taxi and hire car industry and said his election  
 was a sign of hope for the industry who felt their  
 voices weren’t heard. 

- Rod introduced amendments to a motion to begin  
 the Parliamentary Inquiry into the Commercial  
 Passenger Vehicle Reforms. 

- Rod spoke out against the West Gate Tunnel funding  
 bill that extended Transurban’s tolling on CityLink  
 to cover the project costs. 

March
- Rod first raised the problem of touting, chatting  
 with 3AW’s Neil Mitchell about the growing problem  
 at Melbourne Airport.
 

- Rod’s amendments to the West Gate Tunnel Bill to  
 make tolls fairer for families using cab chassis utes  
 were defeated, despite support from the opposition  
 and a number of crossbenchers. 

May 
- Lawyers from Maurice Blackburn launched a Class  
 Action against Uber which was initiated by Rod and  
 Transport Matters Party state director André Baruch.  

- Public submissions started for the CPV Inquiry and  
 Rod’s office worked with many in the industry to  
 help them tell their story.

- Rod questioned the Government on its public  
 transport plans during North East Link construction  
 and started our campaign for wider community  
 awareness of the effects of the project.

June 
- Rod introduced an inquiry to Extend the Free Tram  
 Zone to include hospitals, universities and major  
 attractions, and make transport free across the 
 network for students and seniors.

- Rod introduced another inquiry into the extent and  
 causes of Homelessness in Victoria and was  
 appointed as a participating member of the  
 committee to investigate this.

 

 

 
 
 
- Rod negotiated government amendments to the  
 Engineers Registration legislation to extend the  
 registrations to 3 year terms and work with other  
 states and territories to create a national system.

- Rod raised $10,000 for the Vinnies CEO Sleepout.

- Public hearings for the CPV Inquiry began.

August
- After many letters and discussions the Minister for  
 Roads confirmed that VH number plates would be  
 made available to CPV operators. Plates can now be  
 ordered through VicRoads.

- Rod travelled throughout regional Victoria for public  
 hearings on the impact of Animal Rights Activism  
 on Victorian Agriculture as part of the Economy and  
 Infrastructure Committee. 

- Rod introduced his private members bill to stop  
 touting in Victoria. 

September
- Rod pushed the Government to tighten up on CPV  
 safety following a series of assaults against women  
 by men posing as rideshare drivers. 

- Rod appeared at the North East Link public hearings  
 in support of Eastern Metro communities that will  
 be impacted by the project, asking the advisory  
 group and the Minister to consider the needs of 
 the community.

October
- After many letters and conversations the Australian  
 Tax Office agreed to review the tax debts of former  
 taxi and hire car licence holders who received  
 payments through the CPV Fairness Fund.

November
- The inquiry into the Commercial Passenger Vehicle  
 Industry Act 2017 Reforms report was released with  
 13 recommendations to repair the past and move  
 the CPV industry forward.

- Rod’s amendments to the Transport Legislation  
 Amendment Bill reintroduce an offence for touting  
 in Victoria.

If you have an issue you want Rod's help with, 
please get in touch on 03 9850 8600 or email 
rod.barton@parliament.vic.gov.au



 
 

#transportmatters
#easternmetromatters

ROD BARTON MLC
FOCUS ON TRANSPORT

MODELS TO ENCOURAGE MORE 
USE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT
In June Rod presented a motion to 
the legislative council to open an 
inquiry to investigate pricing options 
for Melbourne’s public transport 
network and consider how to 
encourage more use of the network, 
especially among young people.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The terms of reference will consider 
how intelligent management systems 
and dynamic pricing models might 
improve network performance, if 
public transport could be made free for 
students and senior citizens, and how 
extending the existing free tram zone 
to include the Royal Children’s Hospital 
and The Alfred, the MCG and Olympic 
Park sporting precincts and other major 
attractions might encourage people 
to leave cars at home and use public 
transport to travel to the city.  
bit.ly/freetramsmatter

RAISING $10,000 FOR 
HOMELESSNESS 

Rod spent a cold night sleeping in a carpark 
in June to raise money for the Vinnies annual 
CEO Sleepout, raising $10,000 and plenty 
of awareness. A huge thanks to all who 
supported him. 

AWARD WINNING TRANSPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE REPORTS 

Rod’s office hosted two parliament interns in 2019 who 
were tasked with investigating some major transport 
projects in the eastern metro region.  

Georgia Bishop (right) from the Australian Catholic University 
created a business case to include Doncaster in stage 1 
of the Suburban Rail Loop and won the presiding officers 
award for the most outstanding intern report.  

Nakshi Mehta from Monash University wrote a comparison 
report on the federal and state proposals for the long 
awaited Rowville Rail project and was the runner up for 
the presiding officers prize.

It was a joy to have these young ladies as part of 
Rod’s team and we are delighted with the success of 
their reports, which are useful tools as we continue 
to campaign on these two transport infrastructure 
projects. bit.ly/rbinterns

“NO” TO LAKE KNOX 
DEVELOPMENT 

Rod ended the year by asking the Minister for Planning to 
reconsider a comprehensive development plan for Lake Knox, 
which proposes replacing the deep water lake with a wetland 
that puts the blue billed duck and rare native vegetation at risk.  
 
The area was flagged as surplus back in 2015 and Knox Council 
has been working on its own master plan for the site since then. 
There has been a lot of community input and consultation, yet 
this was ignored during a fast track rezoning process last year 
which produced the current CDP. bit.ly/rblakeknox

SMARTLOOP BUSES 

Rod has asked for a SMARTbus service to run 
the length of the Suburban Rail Loop during 
construction to deliver the connection benefits 
while the rail lines are being built. 
bit.ly/smartbusloop

NORTH EAST LINK - 
COMMUNITY COMES 
FIRST 

Rod was heartened to see the Panel report 
recommending consideration of alternative 
designs advocated for by the community. 
Despite the Minister saying he rejected 
those recommendations, he has conceded to 
providing these options to the consortiums 
tendering for the North East Link Project. 
 
Rod will push for opportunities for the 
community to be involved in the final 
design process.  bit.ly/northeastlinkvic

HOMELESSNESS INQUIRY 

Rod was stunned to discover that 14,000 residents in eastern metro
Melbourne accessed homelessness services in 2018. Following
many meetings with local councils and groups he instigated an
inquiry into the causes and solutions to help end homelessness. 
 
Public submissions to the inquiry close at the end of January and 
public hearings have already begun on this enormous issue. 
bit.ly/homelessnessmatters

ARE YOU FIRE READY? 

We are in the midst of bush fire season 
now and it has been a cruel start for our 
neighbouring states. We encourage people in 
the eastern metro region to make sure they 
are well prepared for bush fire. It’s not just 
country people who are at risk - if you live 
near areas with bushland, grass or parklands 
you need to have a plan too.  

1. Create a fire plan for your household and  
 make sure everyone knows what to do in  
 the event of a fire 

2. Make sure you have working smoke 
 alarms installed

3. Get rid of dry grass, leaves and firewood  
 stacked close to your home, and cut back  
 shrubs and overhanging trees

4. Keep gutters and roofs clear of leaf litter

5. Check your areas fire danger rating each  
 day and know when it’s a total fire ban day
 

 Download the VicEmergency App for free  
 from emergency.vic.gov.au
 VicEmergency Hotline - 1800 226 226
 Follow facebook.com/cfavic
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ROD BARTON MLC
FOCUS ON TRANSPORT

Happy New Year

ROD’S YEAR IN PARLIAMENT
February 
- In his maiden speech in the legislative council Rod  
 described the devastating impact of CPV reforms on  
 the taxi and hire car industry and said his election  
 was a sign of hope for the industry who felt their  
 voices weren’t heard. 

- Rod introduced amendments to a motion to begin  
 the Parliamentary Inquiry into the Commercial  
 Passenger Vehicle Reforms. 

- Rod spoke out against the West Gate Tunnel funding  
 bill that extended Transurban’s tolling on CityLink  
 to cover the project costs. 

March
- Rod first raised the problem of touting, chatting  
 with 3AW’s Neil Mitchell about the growing problem  
 at Melbourne Airport.
 

- Rod’s amendments to the West Gate Tunnel Bill to  
 make tolls fairer for families using cab chassis utes  
 were defeated, despite support from the opposition  
 and a number of crossbenchers. 

May 
- Lawyers from Maurice Blackburn launched a Class  
 Action against Uber which was initiated by Rod and  
 Transport Matters Party state director André Baruch.  

- Public submissions started for the CPV Inquiry and  
 Rod’s office worked with many in the industry to  
 help them tell their story.

- Rod questioned the Government on its public  
 transport plans during North East Link construction  
 and started our campaign for wider community  
 awareness of the effects of the project.

June 
- Rod introduced an inquiry to Extend the Free Tram  
 Zone to include hospitals, universities and major  
 attractions, and make transport free across the 
 network for students and seniors.

- Rod introduced another inquiry into the extent and  
 causes of Homelessness in Victoria and was  
 appointed as a participating member of the  
 committee to investigate this.

 

 

 
 
 
- Rod negotiated government amendments to the  
 Engineers Registration legislation to extend the  
 registrations to 3 year terms and work with other  
 states and territories to create a national system.

- Rod raised $10,000 for the Vinnies CEO Sleepout.

- Public hearings for the CPV Inquiry began.

August
- After many letters and discussions the Minister for  
 Roads confirmed that VH number plates would be  
 made available to CPV operators. Plates can now be  
 ordered through VicRoads.

- Rod travelled throughout regional Victoria for public  
 hearings on the impact of Animal Rights Activism  
 on Victorian Agriculture as part of the Economy and  
 Infrastructure Committee. 

- Rod introduced his private members bill to stop  
 touting in Victoria. 

September
- Rod pushed the Government to tighten up on CPV  
 safety following a series of assaults against women  
 by men posing as rideshare drivers. 

- Rod appeared at the North East Link public hearings  
 in support of Eastern Metro communities that will  
 be impacted by the project, asking the advisory  
 group and the Minister to consider the needs of 
 the community.

October
- After many letters and conversations the Australian  
 Tax Office agreed to review the tax debts of former  
 taxi and hire car licence holders who received  
 payments through the CPV Fairness Fund.

November
- The inquiry into the Commercial Passenger Vehicle  
 Industry Act 2017 Reforms report was released with  
 13 recommendations to repair the past and move  
 the CPV industry forward.

- Rod’s amendments to the Transport Legislation  
 Amendment Bill reintroduce an offence for touting  
 in Victoria.

If you have an issue you want Rod's help with, 
please get in touch on 03 9850 8600 or email 
rod.barton@parliament.vic.gov.au


